Concordia University 
Faculty of Fine Arts Council 
Minutes of the Meeting of September 27, 2002 


Present: C. Jackson (Chair); J. Acland, K. Austin, J. Beaudoin, E. Bernatchez, M. Corwin, P. 
Cousineau-Levine, B. Foss, W. Krol, P.K. Langshaw, J. Leclerc, L. Lerner, M. 
Montanaro, K. O’Brien, D. Pariser, K. Perry, K. Peters, K. Raudsepp 

Absent with apologies: 
D. Berthiaume, J.-C. Bustros, M. Lefebvre, C. MacKenzie 

Guests: K. Adams, B. Black, A. French, P. Muyal, P. Vietgen 

is Appointments to Fine Arts Faculty Council (FFAC-02-09-27-D1) 

MOTION: (Corwin, Krol) 


“that the following appointments to Fine Arts Faculty Council be approved: 


Department Representatives (2 year term) 


Jean-Claude Bustros, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema 
Kat O'Brien, Department of Design Art 
Nancy Helms, Department of Theatre 


Part Time Faculty Representatives (1 year term 
Ken Peters, Department of Studio Arts 


Elise Bernatchez, Department of Studio Arts 
Karl Raudsepp, Department of Music." 


CARRIED 
2 Approval of the Agenda 
MOTION: (Montanaro, Cousineau) 
“that the agenda for the meeting of September 27, 2002 be approved.” 
CARRIED 


3s Approval of the Minutes of the Meeting of March 22, 2002 
MOTION:  (Lemer, Acland) 
“that the minutes of the meeting of March 22, 2002 be approved. ” 


CARRIED 


4. Business Arising from the Minutes 


There was no business arising from the minutes. 


5. Chair’s Remarks 


The Dean welcomed the members of Council to the first meeting of the 2002-2003 academic year. 
He noted that Council is the official academic decision-making body for the Faculty of Fine Arts, 


and is also a vehicle for the exchange of information. The minutes are distributed to all departments 
monthly. He then asked all members present to introduce themselves. 


The Dean made the following remarks: 


° The Faculty has a new Financial and Planning Analyst, Rose Bloom. She comes highly 
recommended from Larry English and was responsible for the last audit performed at 
Concordia. 

° Undergraduate enrolments are up by approximately 5% compared to last year. 

° The Faculty’s operating budget for 2002-2003 has not yet been received from the 


University, which makes the planning process difficult at this time. The Reinvestissement 
funds expected from the Ministry as per the terms of the Contrat de Performance will 
constitute a slight increase to the Faculty's budget compared to last yaer. However, the 
benefits increase, as a result of the end of the pension plan holiday which Concordia 
benefited over the past few years, as well as the results of the negotiations of the collective 
agreements, will represent major increases. 


° The hiring of new Faculty members this year has brought the Faculty's complement almost 
back to where it was in 1994. 


° Construction of the new building is in progress, although Fine Arts is behind schedule 
compared to Engineering & Computer Science in terms of design. This is due in part to the 
fact that actual available space was reduced twice during the process. It is hoped that this 
will not be significant in the overall design and construction timeline. Associate Dean Wolf 
Krol informed Council that the space program was finalized and is now ready for signature 
in the Dean's Office. Dean Jackson thanked all people involved in the exercise. 


° A delegation from the Beijing Traditional Chinese Opera Academy visited the Faculty 
during the month of July. They were mainly interested in the areas of Digital Animation, 
Design, Digital Image & Sound, Theatre and Music. It is now our turn to visit them, and 
this should be taking place in November. Exchanges are becoming more and more popular. 


and although they are time consuming and expensive, they are worth considering. 


° A memo will be sent shortly to the Faculty requesting nominations of Honourary Degree 
candidates for the Spring 2003 convocation ceremony. 


° There are a number of vacant seats on various committees of Senate and other University 
bodies, and Faculty members are invited to give serious considerations to these as they are 
important to the Faculty. 


There will be a Special Graduation Meeting of Faculty Council next Monday, September 
30, at 1:30 pm. 


The Dean mentioned that the events which occurred on September 9th might have serious 
consequences for the University. Meetings have been held with the parties involved and 
discussions are not easy, although some progress seems to have been made. The Board of 
Governors has decreed a moratorium (also referred to as "cooling off" period) until at least 
December 15 on specific types of public activities. The CSU is against this and there will 
be a demonstration in front of Bishop Court next Monday. Although the Faculty of Fine 
Arts has not been at the centre of these events, there has been a number of incidents, over the 
past few years, which have hindered our ability to raise funds. The impact of this particular 
event remains to be seen, and careful monitoring will have to be done. 


Question Period 


David Pariser proposed a motion to be presented to the University Senate and Board of 
Governors addressing the events that took place on September 9th in the Hall Building. 
After discussion, the following motion was proposed: 


MOTION: (Pariser, Peters) 


a 


"The Faculty of Fine Arts Council believes in the University as a site for open 
discussion and acceptance of diversity. In the light of these values, we deplore the 
violent and racist acts exhibited by some of the protestors at the Hall Building on 
September 9th, 2002." 


CARRIED 
K. Austin reported that current FTEs per Faculty members are up to 18, when they were at 


15 in 1994. Full time Faculty positions in the Department of Music dropped from 13 to 9 
during the same period. 


Appointments to Senate and Committees of Senate (FFAC-02-09-27-D2) 


MOTION: (Lerner, Montanaro) 


“that the following appointments to Senate and Committees of Senate be approved: 


Senate: (3-year term) 
Catherine MacKenzie, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema 


Academic Hearing Panel (2-year term) 


Carole Zucker, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema 
Judy Garfin, Department of Studio Arts." 


CARRIED 


8. Appointments to the Council of the School of Graduate Studies 
(FFAC-02-09-27-D3) 


MOTION: (Corwin, Bernatchez) 


“that the following appointment to the Council of the School of Graduate Studies be 
approved: 


Martin Lefebvre, Mel Hoppenheim School of Cinema (2-year term)." 
CARRIED 


J. Beaudoin reported that discussions will be taking place in the near future within a sub-committee 
of the School's Council concerning the distribution of awards money. It is therefore important that 
Fine Arts be more involved. 


9, Undergraduate Curriculum Report #77 (FFAC-02-09-27-D4) 
MOTION: _ (Foss, Pariser) 


“that Undergraduate Curriculum Report #77 be approved.” 


Associate Dean B. Foss presented the report, which consists of changes to Faculty-wide policies. 
The first one is proposing a limit to the number of credits of Independent Study courses a student 
can apply within a BFA degree, +e. 9 credits, or 12 in departments offering only 6-credit 
Independent Study courses. This change will address the occasional over-utilization of 
Independent Study courses to the detriment of regular courses. 


The second change is proposing the elimination of the option for students to do Double Minor 
degrees in Fine Arts. It is felt that this option no longer offers a sufficiently strong academic 
foundation to justify the awarding of a BFA degree. 


After a brief discussion, the question was called and CARRIED. 


10. DFAR Prize 
MOTION: (Langshaw, Austin) 


“that Fine Arts Faculty Council approve the ereation of the Digital Image/Sound 
and the Fine Arts Graduation Prize." 


P.K. Langshaw explained that her Department would like to be able to present a graduation prize to 
students graduating from the Major/Specialization in Digital Image/Sound and the Fine Arts. 
These two programs are now housed within the Department of Design Art. K. Austin asked for 


clarification concerning the creation of these prizes. Dean Jackson responded that, as in the current 
case, a proposal must be presented to Faculty Council for discussion and approval. 


CARRIED 


12. University Writing Test (UWT) 

Associate Dean B. Foss reminded Council that the new regulations concerning the University 
Writing Test will be in place for September 2003. As of that date, new students will be required to 
do the UWT before the completion of their first 30 credits. 

13. Adjournment 


The meeting was then adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 


J.-P. Duchesne 
November 14, 2002 


Ch 


